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G ENE SHIRLEY RICHEY, 94, of Berryville, Virginia passed away on Saturday,

November 5, 2022, at Heritage Hall in Leesburg, Virginia. Private services will
be held by her family.

Born in Montgomery, Alabama, she was the daughter of the late Clark L. and Eunice Arnold
Shirley. Gene was predeceased by her husband, the Reverend Richard E. Richey, in December of

2021.

Surviving are daughters Carol Byrnes (and Ray) of Leesburg, VA, and J. Kimberly Winn (and

Sheila) of Minneapolis, son Stephen Anderson of Knoxville, Iowa, grandchildren Thomas Byrnes,
Benjamin Byrnes (and Beth) and Suzanne Ward (and Harry) and great-grandson Jack Stensland.

Gene’s long and eventful life was highlighted by her musical talent on the violin that featured

playing with the Hank Williams Band in Montgomery and with Billy Graham on his early
evangelical tours in the South and, in her final years, playing in Virginia nursing homes, offering
“Music and Message” with her husband, Richard.

She enjoyed many years as manager of the regionally famous Armar Ballroom near Cedar
Rapids, Iowa, where she met many famous touring musicians and campaigning politicians,

including the likes of Guy Lombardo and Ted Kennedy. She later worked in Beverly Hills,
California and Palm Beach, Florida as a management assistant at the world-renowned Wally
Findlay Art Galleries.

In her 80s, with editorial assistance from Richard, she wrote and published a memoir of her life’s
many chapters and at age 90 she participated in the Ms. Virginia Senior America Pageant, playing

her violin and tap dancing. Gene was loved and treasured by her many friends and family.

Online condolences to the family may be made at www.loudounfuneralchapel.com
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Jkim November 17 at 12:24 AM

Thank You very much Pat for your kindness and care❤️

Pat Inman posted:

Genie was a dear friend! She was a talented and gifted person! She ,Richard , my husband/ and I

had many fun times together., on a Cruise , writing her Book , watching her perform at social

events. She was a Blessing to me and my family. God Bless you Genie and Family!

November 11 at 7:36 AM

JK

Anonymous sent a sympathy card to the RICHEY family.

November 10 at 9:59 AM

LH

Jkim November 17 at 12:26 AM

Love You so much Lisa❤️

Lisa  Cripple Hallman lit a candle in honor of GENE.

I am so sorry for y'all's loss may God be with y'all at this time of need y'all please

remember that she loves y'all each and everyone of y'all and I loved it when she

came into town and stayed with us and hanging out with my cousin Kim that I love

and treasure and I'm sorry again in my prayers will be with you

November 10 at 6:13 AM

JK
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring GENE by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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